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“The Holiday Season is a perfect time to reflect on our blessings and
seek out ways to make life better for those around us.”

~Terri Marshall

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year...”
So hear we are again, my favorite time of year, time to

celebrate the holidays with family and friends, watching snow
falling silently, a time to remember others less fortunate than

ourselves. It is a time of giving and receiving, a time for families
to end their quarrels and come together, a time to hope for

peace in the world, a time to count our blessings.
Thank you for all your support.

Faith makes all things possible...Hope makes all things
work...Love makes all things beautiful.

May you have all three this HOLIDAY SEASON.

Happy Holidays

CANDLELIGHT VIGIL FOR THE HOMELESS
A Candlelight Vigil for the homeless will be held in downtown
Peterborough on Thursday, December 21st, the longest night
of the year. Gather to remember those in our region, country,

and throughout the world who have died due to homelessness and hardship.
The vigil is outside the Peterborough Town House from 5:00-6:00 pm. For
more information call the Monadnock Area Transitional Shelter at 924-5033.
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A FOND FAREWELL TO GLENN STAN, OUR LIFE COACH & FRIEND
Glenn will be retiring from his position as Life Coach/Caseworker at Shelter in December to continue to pursue
his passion of volunteering for many non-profits in the area. He will continue to volunteer for us!

Glenn’s compassion and concern for our guests, his willingness to help with anything that needed to be done,
and his talents in so many fields will be missed by us all. 

We are not saying goodby. Glenn will be joining our Program Management Committee and continuing to be a
“Friend” of Shelter. Thank you Glenn, for always being there.

A NOTE FROM OUR NEW LIFE COACH/CASEWORKER KEVIN MACLEAN

Sixteen years ago, this month, I was standing in the courtyard of a
soup kitchen in the ghettos of Philadelphia, on assignment for a New
Hampshire newspaper, working on a story about homelessness in the
United States.

After spending four days, and writing an award-winning article, I knew
my life was about to change and would include helping the
homeless. Nine months later I resigned from the paper and spent the
next year volunteering at the St. Francis Inn Soup Kitchen, in the
Badlands of Philly, as a member of the Franciscan Volunteer Ministry.
Philadelphia estimates more than 6,000 are homeless on any given
night in its city.

It was during that mission that I met, and eventually married, my wife
Geneta and moved to Fitchburg, Mass where she lived with her two daughters.

While I found myself again working as a journalist, as an editor at both the Monadnock Ledger and the
Community Journal, my stories had me traveling across the country and even the world as I took an
assignment in Afghanistan to document a Massachusetts-based humanitarian project.

However, the desire to work with the homeless was always on my mind.

Finally, in 2008 I went to work for Community Healthlink in Worcester, as a case manager for the Homeless
Outreach and Advocacy Program. 

For two years I would drive 70 miles every day to work with the unsheltered homeless, building relationships
with those living on the streets to encourage them to use local services and resources.
In 2010 I joined Our Father’s House, in Fitchburg, which offers emergency and transitional services to
homeless men, women and children. Although I started as a case manager at the 28-bed shelter, it was at
that time that OFH allowed me to start a street outreach program and offer human contact to the most
vulnerable sector of the homeless population: those who — often struggling with mental illness and addiction
— shun shelter life. Connecting people to services was the goal. Housing First was a priority.

More than seven years later, and still at OFH, I am now the director of homeless services. In this evolved role,
I oversee the emergency shelter, its employees and guests, and run a very effective street outreach program.
I have successfully housed more than 325 people while at OFH and after doing a three-year lookback, 77%
are still housed and have not experienced homelessness again.

In addition to our family home in Fitchburg, my wife and I recently bought a camp on Crowcroft Pond in Rindge
where we have been spending weekends. 
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“A Taste of Monadnock and Beyond” coming June 3rd

SFTS ANTIQUE ROADSHOW & RAFFLE 2017
Our Annual “Antique Roadshow” and Raffle held at the Woodbound Inn was
once again an overwhelming success.

“Oldies” music by the EduKators, wine & food donated by Woodbound Inn, and
appraisals by Sam and Jason Hackler and David Searles from the NH Antique Co-Op
in Milford, NH completed the evening.

Over 250 attended bidding on a “Year of Wine”, Patriots tickets with an overnight stay for New Year’s
Eve, a fabulous Dinner for Twelve donated by Woodbound Inn, an outdoor table and chairs donated
by Belletetes and a hundred other Silent Auction items including local artwork, dining cards, and golf
packages. Raffle prizes of $1017, $500, $250, and $250 along with over 30 other raffle prizes were
also given away.

Thank you to artists, local merchants and Friends of Shelter for your raffle and silent auction donations.
Special thanks to Rudy at Woodbound for EVERYTHING you do for Shelter.

SFTS ANNUAL MEETING
January 25, 2018

Leach’s - 60 Matchpoint Road - 6:30 pm

This meeting is for the Board and Friends of Shelter

and is open to the public.

New Board Members and Officers will be introduced.

Please join us and bring a friend!

There will be coffee and light desserts.

A donor, just like you, has offered to match any donation 
made to Shelter From The Storm between December 1st 
and January 31st, 2018.  Please donate today and have your
generosity matched dollar for dollar. Thank you!!!

“MAKE ME A MATCH”
$7500 Anonymous Matching Grant
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Shelter From The Storm   •   P.O. Box 257   •   Jaffrey, NH  03452    •   603.532.8222

www.shelterfromthestormnh.org  •  sftsnh@gmail.com
Shelter From The Storm is a 501(c (3) non-profit organization registered with the State of NH.

“The mission of Shelter From The Storm is to provide temporary housing &

transitional support to the homeless.”

I  would like to purchase a Shelter From The Storm Gift Card for the following:

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________

Occasion: ______________________________________________________________

Donation Total: __________________________________________________________

Donor’s Name __________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________

Donor’s Signature ______________________________________________________

You must be the

change you wish

to see in the

world.
 —Mahatma Gandhi

Gifting that Makes a Difference

Please consider your next gift for an upcoming
birthday, anniversary, holiday, or special occasion to
be a Gift Card from Shelter From The Storm. By
donating in honor of someone else, or in memory
of someone else, you will help to provide a home to
those in need.

Gift Cards are sent to the people on your list stating
a gift has been made in their name.  You are
identified as the donor.  Your donation amount is not
identified.  Shelter From The Storm will send the
cards directly to the people on your gift list.  If you
prefer, gift cards may be sent directly to you for
personalization.  

To purchase gift cards, please contact Shelter From
The Storm at 532-8222 or complete the form below
and return it with your check to the address below.
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An easy way to raise money for SHELTER FROM THE STORM at no cost to you! 

TD Bank-SFTS Affinity Program  

 

 

Do you have an individual or business account at TD Bank?  
If you do, please tell TD Bank you want to join SHELTER FROM THE STORM’S Affinity Program. 
Raising funds for SHELTER FROM THE STORM does not get any easier than this!    

By joining the Affinity Program, Shelter From The Storm will receive an annual 
contribution from TD Bank simply because you bank there! 

Joining TD Bank’s Affinity Program for SFTS is easy!  
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If you do not currently bank at TD Bank 
Any bank associate can help you open an account and join the Affinity Program.  Any TD Bank customer 
can join the Affinity Program benefitting SFTS, so ask your friends, relatives, and business partners with 
TD Bank accounts to call 888-751-9000 or 603-532-1400 and join too.   

There is absolutely no cost to you.  

How does the TD Bank Affinity Program work? 
TD Bank will make an annual contribution to SFTS if accounts are linked to the SFTS Affinity Program. 
The amount of TD Bank’s contribution is based on the average annual balance in the account of the 
customers who join the Affinity Program. Joining the program does NOT alter the terms or condition of 
your TD Bank accounts, and none of your funds or personal information will be given to SFTS. 

If you have any questions, please call Shelter From The Storm at 603-532-8222.  

An easy way to raise money for SHELTER FROM THE STORM at no cost to you!

TD Bank-SFTS Affinity Program

Do you have an individual or business account at TD Bank? 

If you do, please tell TD Bank you want to join SHELTER FROM THE STORM’S Affinity Program. 

Raising funds for SHELTER FROM THE STORM does not get any easier than this! 

By joining the Affinity Program, Shelter From The Storm will receive an 

annual contribution from TD Bank simply because you bank there!

Joining TD Bank’s Affinity Program for SFTS is easy! 

1. Call or stop into any TD Bank office (toll-free customer service number: 888-751-9000) 

or 532-1400 (JAFFREY TD BANK)

2. Tell a bank representative that you want to join the Affinity Program for SHELTER 

FROM THE STORM

3. Give them your name and account numbers.  (TD Bank will keep all of your information 

strictly confidential.)

If you do not currently bank at TD Bank

Any bank associate can help you open an account and join the Affinity Program.  Any TD Bank customer

can join the Affinity Program benefitting SFTS, so ask your friends, relatives, and business partners

with TD Bank accounts to call 888-751-9000 or 603-532-1400 and join too.

There is absolutely no cost to you. 

How does the TD Bank Affinity Program work?

TD Bank will make an annual contribution to SFTS if accounts are linked to

the SFTS Affinity Program. The amount of TD Bank’s contribution is based

on the average annual balance in the account of the customers who join the

Affinity Program. Joining the program does NOT alter the terms or condition

of your TD Bank accounts, and none of your funds or personal information

will be given to SFTS.

If you have any questions, please call Shelter From The Storm at 

603-532-8222. 



“OUR GUESTS IN 2017
January of 2017 found our five Shelter Apartments full.  At that time we had a college educated single mom with two
children (1); a single woman who was on disability for many medical issues and in need of help to budget in order to be
self-sufficient (2); a mom with three children who was chronically homeless (3);  a middle school teacher with three
children who had suffered over 14 years of domestic abuse from her husband (4); and another single mom with a 3 year
old (5); a very diverse group.

By February our single woman on disability was able to move into her own apartment and has recently gotten subsidized
housing after being on the list for 1-1/2 years; our single mom with one child was working full-time and also able to find
subsidized housing after a year on the list. We immediately moved in another single woman who had been addicted to
heroin and another mom with one child who had been in an abusive relationship.

March 1st found us renting a sixth apartment to house fire victims from Jaffrey, father, mother and grown son.

In May we were able to find housing at Families In Transition in Manchester for our chronically homeless family of four, and
moved in a mom with four boys whose dad was an alcoholic and mom was struggling to support them. Our college
educated mom and two children also moved out, being able to move into an apartment of their own and supporting
themselves on mom’s salary. At that time we accepted a recovering alcoholic into our program.

August found three guests leaving. Our teacher with three children was able to establish her independence from her
abusive husband and able to afford a three bedroom apartment. A mom, who had been supporting her two children, had
an accident at work, was trying to get workmen’s comp, and unable to pay her rent. We helped her find legal counsel
while the children were able to stay in local schools and moved her into this apartment. Our heroin addict did extremely
well in our program and was also able to find housing. Recently she was accepted into subsidized housing and is moving
forward. Another mom who was addicted to heroin moved into her apartment, has a full-time job as an LNA, and is able to
see her daughter on weekends, hoping to regain full custody. Our third guest to be able to go out on her own was a
single mom with child. She saved 30% of her income while with us and chose to move away from the area to start a new
life in a warmer climate. A former heroin addict and her three children moved into this apartment.

Unfortunately in September our recovering alcoholic had a relapse.
We were able to get him into the Brattleboro Retreat and then into a
program in Manchester.  Shortly after he left a mom and her 7th grader
moved into the apartment. Mom had been living in a house that was
condemned, no support from father of their daughter, and could not 
find a place to stay that she could afford. She is now working in the 
area and able to save money in order to support her family and 
find housing of their own.

In October Shelter had to ask the family of four, whose mom was a 
former addict, to leave the program. While in our program there are no 
alcohol or drugs allowed. After doing an unannounced drug test and finding 
it positive, we were forced to ask the family to leave.  The mom has 
received support in the area and her children were able to stay with friends 
so that they could remain in the school system.  Our newest guest in that 
apartment moved in with her two year old after leaving an abusive 
relationship. She has since gotten a full-time job and is anxious to save 
as much as she can while looking for affordable housing.

And finally on November 1st, our fire victim took over the lease on our 
6th rental property and is no longer in need of our help.

Thank you for helping to make it possible for these
fifteen families with nineteen children!!!  A busy, busy year. 
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Wishing everyone a safe and Happy Holiday!!

UPCOMING EVENTS
BOARD MEETING December 6 - 8:30 am
PMC MEETING December13 - 9 am
HANUKKAH December 12-20th
FREE COMMUNITY SUPPER Thurs. Dec. 21

5:30-6:30 UCC Church - Main Street
CHRISTMAS Monday, Dec. 25
NEW YEAR’S DAY Monday, January 1
ANNUAL MEETING January 25 - 6:30 pm
PMC MTG. TBA
FREE COMMUNITY SUPPER Thurs. Jan. 18

5:30-6:30 - UCC Church - Main Street
BOARD MTG. TBA
PMC MTG. TBA
MOTHER’S PROGRAM Friday Mornings

9:30-11:30 - United Church of Jaffrey
VALENTINE’S DAY February 14
FREE COMMUNITY SUPPER Thurs. Feb. 15

5:30-6:30 - UCC Church - Main Street
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS March 11


